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TO
THE REV. EDWARD ff. CLAYTON.
MY DEAR SIR,
1 am assured that in the noble Church of which you so
worthily exercise the spiritual direction, or in anything which relates
to it, no one can feel a greater interest than yourself. This church
derived much of its importance from the Guild of Palmers, which
seems to have exercised an authority over the building, that, with
its other property, was transferred to the municipal corporation of
the town. Thus, in the following records, any act of an extraordi-
nary kind is usually done " by appointment of the Bailiffs." Hence,
too, such of the papers relating to the former affairs of the church
itself, as have been preserved, are mostly found in the municipal
archives of the town. Among these, as you well know, is a large
manuscript volume containing the churchwardens' accounts of
Ludlow, from A.D. 1540, the thirty-second year of the reign of
Henry VIII., to the close of the reign of Elizabeth. The greater
part of these accounts I have printed in the present volume.
The accounts open at a very eventful period. We are at the
dawn of the Reformation. Four years before, two hundred of the
lesser monasteries had been dissolved, and in the very year in which
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our records commence the same fate fell upon the rest. During
the remainder of this reign we witness in Ludlow Church the full
exercise of the Romish service, with all its pomp and imagery;
and the first two years of the reign of Edward VI . seem to have
gone on much as usual; but the accounts of the two years which
follow are filled with details of the pulling down and sale of
images, and tabernacles, and other popish furniture. During Mary's
reign we can just trace the return to the old forms of worship; but
they are not brought forward forcibly to our attention, and it seems
as though our old townsmen hesitated, uncertain of the durability
of the new state of things, and unwilling to identify themselves with
it. Then, during the reign of Elizabeth we can feel the tranquil
triumph of Protestantism, until, at its close, we approach another
age of troubles, destined to end in the temporary ascendancy of
Puritanism.
Such is a general view of the historical interest of these records.
In their more minute details we contemplate our church, and our
town, as they existed three centuries ago. These accounts show the
former, with most of its peculiarities, inside and outside; and the
continual labour and expense employed in' repairing, mending,
whitewashing, adding to, is quite marvellous, so that the whole
revenue of the Corporation is commonly spoken of as receipts for
reparations. The frequency of some of these is remarkable; such
as the mending of glass windows, the renewing and repairing of bells,
and the purchase of bell-ropes. To judge from the wearing and
breaking of bells and ropes, we must conclude that the amount of
bell-ringing in Ludlow church during the sixteenth century was
almost unparalleled. This, however, will admit of explanation.
Not only was Ludlow, in itself, an important town on the borders
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of Wales, but it was the seat of a viceregal court, and no doubt
whatever event caused excitement in the castle gave employment
to the bells in the church.
In the same manner, some of the facts entered into these accounts,
curious in themselves, reveal other facts no less interesting. Thus,
the regular payment of a permanent officer employed to whip
dogs out of the church—the dog-wh'ipper—is remarkable as one
of the almost forgotten characteristics of the olden time : but we are
also led to conclude from it that the door of the church was in those
times kept open daily during the whole day. I might point to other
examples of this kind. It is not improbable that Ludlow Church had
some customs and practices peculiar to itself. Among these, perhaps,
were the regulations relating to the pews. It appears to have been
the custom to grant to an individual a piece of ground measured out on
the floor of the church, upon which he himself usually built his pew,
which became his private property, and he could sell it, or leave it
by will, or his heir inherited it. A part of the process of sale appears
to have been a form of surrender of the pew to the parish. I have
been told that this method of dealing with the pews has remained in
Ludlow church down to a very recent period. We can hardly figure
to ourselves the appearance the interior of the church must have pre-
sented, when the pews, separate from each other, of different forms
and magnitudes, were scattered over it as described in the follow-
ing accounts. The light thus thrown upon the early history of the
pew system is very important, and I have ventured to repeat, in
an Appendix some remarks on this part of the subject which I had
made on a former occasion in reference to our Ludlow records.
There is another point in which these accounts have a popular
interest. They present us with the names of some of the leading
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townsmen of Ludlow through the greater part of the sixteenth cen-
tury, and it will be curious to compare them with those of the present
day. On the whole, few names now well known to us in Ludlow are
found in these accounts, but there are one or two which we should-
hardly expect to have met with here. Such, for example, is the name
of Botfield. We have John Botfield (p. 83), and Elizabeth Botfield
(p. 124). We might almost be led to suspect that the family of Bot-
field took its origin from Ludlow. Again, we find among the men
of Ludlow in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the name of Southern;
John Sotherne is frequently spoken of in the following records (see,
for instance, pp. 54, 64). Among well-known names which are
common to the old town and to the new, we find those of Harding
(Richard Harding, p. 121), Jones, Lewis, Evans, Lloyd (Richard
Lloyd, p.45), Passie, Morris (p. 127), Beadow, or Beddoe (p. 40),
Partridge, Nightingale (Richard Nightingale, p. 168), Adams,
Griffiths, Hodson, Gwyn. We also meet with a few names still
known in the neighbourhood, such as Swainson (pp. 93, 109, 110),
Newell (p. 68), and Benson. There are also found persons with
names taken from well-known localities in the surrounding country,
such as John Clee, Henry Cleobury (p. 124), William Clunton (p.
106), Richard Hopton (p. 163), and William Poughnill (p. 143).
But the greater part of the names in the following pages are long
forgotten as inhabitants of Ludlow. It may be added, that they
reveal to us a rather larger sprinkling of Welsh blood in the town
than is found there at the present day. The Welsh patronymic
occurs not uncommonly in such names as Rees ap Thomas (p. 41),
and Thomas ap Powell (p. 138).
I have stated that the manuscript contains the Churchwardens'
Accounts in regular succession from the year 1540 to the end of
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the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I have thought it sufficient to print
in a complete form only the accounts from the beginning down
to the year 1574. After that date they become more repetitions
of each other, and I have confined myself to giving in an Appen-
dix a list of them, with extracts only of such entries as seemed to
offer more special interest.
I am, my dear Sir3
Very faithfully yours,
THOMAS WEIGHT.
14, SIDNEY STBBET, BEOMPTON, LONDON.
MAY 2i, 1869.
